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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been — 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
_ effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 





PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 


Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 


NOTEBOOK SERIES 
POCKET NOTEBOOKS 





Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-14-07-24 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period July- 
December 1914. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about 
business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Some of the entries have been crossed out. Others appear to 
repeat entries from earlier books. Included are experimental notes on disc 
records and reproducers, kinetoscopes, batteries and chemicals, miner's 
lamps, locomotive headlights, and automobile starters. The business- 
related entries include notes regarding the sale of Amberola machines, 
numbers of disc records ordered daily, market share in motion picture 
projectors, the cost of Edison battery use in automobiles, and the cost of 
regenerating battery cells. There are also notes on music and recording 
artists, including lists of Edison records and comments on the talent of 
singers recording for Victor Records. An undated entry made shortly after 
the outbreak of World War | in August indicates Edison's intention to "shut 
up London office, send British music here, [and] close it up tight.” In 
addition, there is a list of religious, civic, and Masonic organizations, 
possibly prepared in connection with the tone test recitals that were 
conducted beginning in September. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are master machinist Robert A. Bachman; Harry T. Leeming, head of the 
Purchasing Dept.; Walter H. Miller, head of the Recording Dept.; machinist 
and longtime Edison associate Frederick P. Ott; and Harold H. Smith, chief 
of the Battery Research Dept. There are also several references to 
industrialist Henry Ford. The flyleaf is inscribed "Ent final Apl 28 1919." The 
pages are unnumbered. Approximately 100 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-14-12-05 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period 
December 1914-April 1915. The book was used by Edison to record ideas 
about business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Some of the items have been crossed out. Included are 
technical notes pertaining to batteries, disc records, and chemicals. The 
business-related entries include notes about disc record demonstrators 
and sales, production costs per record, and types of music that should be 
recorded. There are numerous comments about rivals Columbia and 
Victor, including remarks about their sales, sales techniques, and types of 
music available on their records. Also included are suggestions regarding a 
new violinist, new phonograph horns for use in recording, and the "new 
studio.” In addition, there are costs estimates for the new chemical plants 
and notes about projected phenol and benzo! sales. In the middle of the 
book are three pages of notes, probably in the hand of Edison's assistant 
William H. Meadowcroft, entitled "Manufacture of Carbolic Acid" and 
"Calculation of Wages for Labor Manufacturing Phenol.” 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are H. H. Meno Kammerhoff, supervisor of operations at Edison's new 
chemical plants in Silver Lake, New Jersey; chemist Victor L. King; 
engineer William H. Mason, who supervised the installation of Edison's 
benzol plants at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and Woodward, Alabama; John 
V. Miller, Edison's brother-in-law and manager of the Edison Chemical 
Works at Silver Lake; William W. Dinwiddie and Sherwood T. (Sam) 
Moore, two of Edison's principal assistants in the development of disc 
records; John J. Riley, manager of the Demonstration Dept. of the 
Recording Division; and construction engineer Seaton M. Scott. The inside 
back cover is inscribed "Liebold.". The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-15-06-08 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period May- 
July 1915. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Some of 
the entries have been crossed out. Others appear to repeat entries from 
earlier books. Included are experimental notes pertaining to disc records, 
new phonograph horns, and battery cell tests, as well as numerous 
chemical experiments to be tried. There are references to Edison's new 
benzol plants at the works of the Cambria Steel Co., in Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, and the Woodward Iron Co., in Woodward, Alabama, as well 
monthly production figures for the Woodward plant. Also included are 
references to the rebuilding of the Edison Phonograph Works after the fire 
of December 1914. In addition, there are sales numbers for Edison 
phonographs and records and for the Telescribe, a combination of the 
telephone and dictating phonograph; notes on voice trials for recording 
artists; and comments by Edison about the lack of opera and classical 
recordings in his company's catalog. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are H. H. Meno Kammerhoff, supervisor of operations at Edison's new 
chemical plants in Silver Lake, New Jersey; chemists Victor L. King and 
Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott; Harry T. Leeming, head of the Purchasing Dept.; 
Charles W. Luhr, superintendent of the West Orange laboratory; engineer 
William H. Mason, who supervised the installation of the Johnstown and 
Woodward plants; and John V. Miller, Edison's brother-in-law and manager 
of the Edison Chemical Works at Silver Lake. Chemical manufacturers and 
suppliers mentioned by Edison include Butterworth-Judson Co., Du Pont de 
Nemours, General Chemical Co., Heyden Chemical Works, Merck & Co., 
Mitsui & Co., and Monsanto Chemical Works. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-15-07-27 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period July- 
August 1915. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about 
business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Many of the notes have been crossed out and marked "Ent." 
Clean transcriptions of some of the entries can be found in PN-15-07-22. 
The experimental notes pertain primarily to chemicals. There are also 
notes on disc records and salting experiments. The business-related 
entries include statistics on record production and phonograph cabinets on 
order, along with notes about chemical contracts, places for recitals, and 
various production costs. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are experimenter Charles T. Dally; H. H. Meno Kammerhoff, supervisor of 
operations at Edison's chemical plants in Silver Lake, New Jersey; plant 
inspector H. G. (Goldie) Goldthwaite; and chemists Victor L. King and 
Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott. Chemical manufacturers and suppliers mentioned by 
Edison include Butterworth-Judson Co., Dow Chemical Co., General 
Chemical Co., Grasselli Chemical Co., and Heyden Chemical Works. The 
pages are unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-15-07-22 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period August 
1915-January 1916. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about 
business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Some of the entries have been crossed out. Others appear to 
be clean transcriptions of entries from PN-15-07-27. Many of the 
experimental notes pertain to chemicals. Also included are notes on battery 
cell regeneration, disc records, and recording experiments with various 
arrangements of musicians, instruments, and funnels. Notations regarding 
a request for a revolver without rifling and for information on submarines, 
along with references to Adm. Joseph Strauss of the U.S. Navy, indicate 
the beginning of Edison's work on war-related experiments. 


Among the business-related entries are notes on daily output at the 
benzol plants in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and Woodward, Alabama. Also 
included are entries regarding phonograph orders and daily manufacturing 
schedules. At the end of the book is a notation concerning an agreement of 
July 22, 1915, with H. H. Meno Kammerhoff, supervisor of operations at 
Edison's chemical plants in Silver Lake, New Jersey. Other Edison 
employees mentioned in the book include experimenter Charles T. Dally 
and chemist Victor L. King. Chemical manufacturers and suppliers 
mentioned by Edison include Binney & Smith Co., Butterworth-Judson Co., 
and General Chemical Co. The Pages are unnumbered. Approximately 150 
pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-16-04-19 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period March- 
September 1916. Some of the entries were made at Edison's winter home 
in Fort Myers, Florida. The book was used to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Some of 
the items have been crossed out and marked "Ent." Many of the 
experimental notes relate to disc record production. Included are entries 
pertaining to wear testing of various disc record compositions, varnishes, 
baking schedules, and presses. Some of the notes on disc composition 
were entered into N-16-05-10 (Notebooks by Edison and Other 
Experimenters—Disc Record Book #13). Also included are notes on 
battery regeneration and on military topics such as airplane wings and 
guns, along with a series of fifteen "questions to ask Admiral [Joseph] 
Strauss." 


The business-related entries include a list of the number of violin 
players and other musicians employed by Edison, lists of material needed 
to produce record blanks, and notes about production contracts and loans. 
There are also notes regarding tone tests and recitals. At the end of the 
book is a notation concerning Edison's agreement of July 22, 1915, with H. 
H, Meno Kammerhoff, supervisor of operations at the chemical plants in 
Silver Lake, New Jersey. Other Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are Charles T. Dally, William W. Dinwiddie, Archiebald D. Hoffman, and 
Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, principal assistants in the development of disc 
records; purchasing agent Archibald C. Emery; Allan M. Hird, manager of 
the Disc Record Manufacturing Division; and machinist and longtime 
Edison associate Frederick P. Ott. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-16-11-15.1 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period October 
1916-January 1917. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about 
business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Some of the items have been crossed out and marked "Ent." 
Included are experimental notes pertaining to chemicals, disc record 
composition, batteries, and the transmittal of photographs by telephone 
and acoustics. Also included are notes on military topics such as hydrogen 
detectors to locate submarines, trench warfare, gun position triangulation, 
night photography, and range finders, as well as other war-related matters 
such as German chemical production. 


Among the business-related entries are estimates of projected 
sales of Diamond Disc and Amberola records and a notation regarding the 
possible resignation of Carl H. Wilson, vice president and general manager 
of Thomas A. Edison, Inc. The entries at the end of the book appear to be 
clean transcriptions of entries from PN-16-11-15.2. The last page contains 
a notation concerning Edison's agreement of July 22, 1915, with H. H. 
Meno Kammerhoff, supervisor of operations at his chemical plants in Silver 
Lake. Other Edison employees mentioned in the book are Charles T. Dally, 
William W. Dinwiddie, Archiebald D. Hoffman, and Sherwood T. (Sam) 
Moore, principal assistants in the development of disc records. The pages 
are unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-16-11-15.2 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period 
November 1916-February 1917. The book was used by Edison to record 
ideas about business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to 
be performed. Some of the items have been crossed out and marked 
"Ent." Included are notes on chemical experiments, batteries, 
photochemistry, the sending of photographs by telephone, disc record 
composition, and the crushing of diamonds used in disc records. Also 
included are notes on military topics such as trench warfare, ship detection 
through acoustic range finding, luminous paint for ships, submarine and 
torpedo detection, and the prevention of saltwater corrosion of guns on 
military ships. In addition, there are entries regarding consultants and 
experts whom Edison wanted for war-related work. 


The entries at the beginning of the book appear to be transcriptions 
of entries from PN-16-11-15.1. The last page contains a notation 
concerning Edison's agreement of July 22, 1915, with H. H. Meno 
Kammerhoff, supervisor of operations at his chemical plants in Silver Lake. 
Other Edison employees mentioned in the book are William W. Dinwiddie 
and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, principal assistants in the development of 
disc records; chief engineer Miller Reese Hutchison; and Walter H. Miller, 
head of the Recording Dept. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 
150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-16-11-17 


This pocket calendar, which bears the printed notation "Diary for 
Balance of Year 1916" on the front cover, was acquired by Edison on 
November 16, 1916, at the 148th annual banquet of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the State of New York. Two pages were subsequently used 
for notes on chemical experiments. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-16-02-15 


The one dated entry in this pocket notebook is from February 
1917. The book was used by Edison, probably during the period February- 
April 1917, for notes pertaining primarily to war-related experiments. 
Included are entries relating to smokescreens that might enable Allied 
ships to conceal themselves from enemy submarines, as well as other 
camouflaging devices. Also included are experiments on sound detection 
devices and other means of locating submarines. There are also 
references to Edison's work on a "hydrogen detector" that would indicate 
the presence of dangerous gas in submarines. In addition, there are 
comments on torpedoes and other armaments, range finders, and the use 
of mirrors to blind machine gun operators. There are some notes on disc 
record production and on continuing efforts to cut down on the number of 
defects in the records. A few entries appear to be transcriptions of entries 
from PN-16-11-15.2. Among the employees who assisted Edison in his 
wartime research were Absalom M. Kennedy, William H. Knierim, and 
Benjamin Liebowitz. Employees mentioned in connection with disc records 
include William W. Dinwiddie and George Werner. The flyleaf is inscribed 
"Started Feby 15." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages 
have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-17-04-27 


The one dated entry in this pocket notebook is from April 1917. 
The book was used by Edison, probably during the period April-August 
1917, for notes pertaining primarily to war-related experiments. Included 
are experiments on sound detection devices and other means of locating 
submarines. There are also references to Edison's work on a “hydrogen 
detector" that would indicate the presence of dangerous gas in submarines 
and a "kite rudder" that would enable Allied Ships to turn more quickly in 
case of an emergency. Some of the comments are of a more speculative 
character such as the idea of using cocaine, morphine, or some other 
“paralyzing narcotic" in bullets. In addition, there are notes on disc record 
experiments, an idea for a hornless disc phonograph, and a few remarks 
about the "Fleming valve" (a vacuum-tube diode invented by John Ambrose 
Fleming in 1904). Some entries appear to be transcriptions of entries from 
PN-16-02-15. Among the employees who assisted Edison in his wartime 
research were Isidor (Jerry) Chesler, Absalom M. Kennedy, William H. 
Knierim, and Benjamin Liebowitz. Employees mentioned in connection with 
disc records include William W. Dinwiddie, Archiebald D. Hoffman, and 
Josef Miller. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have 
been used. 
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Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 











A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been — 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
_ effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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